
The events surrounding the terrorist group officially known as the Islamic State 
(IS) have galvanized anti-terrorist efforts far beyond the first reactions after 
September 11, 2001, and led to varying state responses, especially in Europe, 
e.g., in addressing the phenomenon of foreign fighters.

In “Dealing with Terrorism – Empirical and Normative Challenges for Fighting 
the Islamic State” an international panel of experts analyses current trends and 
new developments in legal systems and in law enforcement in Europe as well as 
in the USA and the Middle East. Offering a succinct overview with special focus 
on criminal law, police law, and European and international law, the book 
provides unique insights into what dealing with terrorism means to European 
and non-European countries. It includes material from non-English-speaking 
countries that is seldom available to a broader academic community. Its comparative 
approach offers readers three levels of understanding: by country, in terms of the 
European Union, and the international community as a whole.

The book is geared at specialists in national and international institutions, 
scholars, and students in the field but will also be of great interest to the wider 
legal community. Its profound insights and expert perspectives enhance the 
ongoing national and international debate on public security issues by striking a 
balance between freedom and security.
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal 
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organization 
dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institute is 
composed of a department of criminal law, led by Prof. Dr. Dr. 
h.c. mult. Ulrich Sieber, and a department of criminology, headed 
by Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Hans-Jörg Albrecht. 
In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law, 
comparative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda 
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the 
terms “global society,” “information society,” and “new risk 
society”: Crime is becoming more global; in so doing, it makes 
increasing use of international data networks; through the 
employment of technology and organization, its consequences 
for society as a whole – even in seemingly isolated cases – can be 
significant.
Thus, the Institute’s research program encompasses the goals and 
methods of comparative law and legal harmonization, model 
criminal laws, European criminal law, international law, Internet 
and information law, money laundering, organized crime, 
terrorism, crime in post-conflict societies, as well as empirical 
studies of criminal procedure, alternative methods of crime 
prevention, reactions to dangerous offenders, and victimology.
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