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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institu-
te is composed of a department of criminal law, led by Prof. Dr.
Ulrich Sieber since 2003, and a department of criminology, hea-
ded by Prof. Dr. Hans-Jörg Albrecht since 1997.
In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law, com-
parative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the
terms “global society”, “information society”, and “new risk
society”: Crime is becoming more global; in so doing, it makes
increasing use of international data networks; through the
employment of technology and organization, its consequences
for society as a whole – even in seemingly isolated cases – can be
significant.
Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the
goals and methods of comparative law and legal harmonization,
model criminal laws, European criminal law, international law,
Internet and information law, money laundering, organized
crime, terrorism, crime in post-conflict societies, as well as empi-
rical studies of criminal procedure, alternative methods of crime
prevention, reactions to dangerous offenders, and victimology.
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Substantial and far-reaching changes have occurred since the publication of the
first edition of this volume in 1996, and there is little doubt that we are currently
witnessing the most profound transformation in criminal justice across Europe
since the French revolution. In the midst of the most rapid and concerted period
of criminal justice reform in the recent history of the continent of Europe, this
book is an attempt to take stock of the process across a wide range of different
jurisdic-tions, encompassing more than 200 million inhabitants. It spans a broad
range of traditions and provides a comparative account of European criminal jus-
tice, com-piled by a group of distinguished authors, to a common format. What
are the crimi-nal justice norms, which are arising from this process? Is it really
possible to talk of an emerging European culture of criminal justice or is the con-
tinent drifting into a post-modern diversity of styles and forms of justice?

We firmly believe that a new consensus on many of these issues is beginning to
emerge across the continent, not based upon the domination of any single model
of procedure or on forced harmonization but on the growth of shared understan-
dings about the appropriate balance between the interest of the state, the com-
munity and the individual in the crucial area of criminal justice. We hope that the
essays will make a significant contribution to the pan-European effort to evolve
criminal justice procedures which are both efficient and respectful of human
rights.
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