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This study provides an overview of the development of criminal punishment 
in Iran. The changing relationship between Shari’a and modern forms of law 
is outlined and academic debates concerning the legitimate legal system are  
discussed. At the same time, the development of the criminal justice system in 
Germany from the 18th century onwards is assessed.

History has shown that discussions on legitimate laws and criminal punishment 
have occurred in both Iran and Germany, though differences between the two 
cultures have meant that such discussions have often markedly diverged.

These historical and cultural differences are reflected in the current criminal  
justice systems of both countries. This is illustrated in the study through a com-
parison of the various forms of punishment, legal institutions, and criminal  
policy lines of thinking. 

Following on from this, the attitudes of certain Iranian elites to criminal  
punishment – including topics such as Shari’a and human rights – are presented 
and analyzed. These attitudes were measured in 2008 by a survey conducted 
in four Iranian cities: Tehran, Qom, Ahwaz, and Sanandaj. Respondents were 
concerned directly or indirectly with the judicial system in Iran. They included 
police officers, prosecutors, judges, lawyers, law students and non-law students, 
Talabe (students in religious institutions in Qom), journalists, and members of 
political parties.

Lastly, the outcomes of criminal punishment in Iran and Germany are compared 
and the results of the survey are summarized in order to provide a number of 
theoretical and analytical considerations.
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal 
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organization 
dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institute is 
composed of a department of criminal law, led by Prof. Dr. Dr. 
h.c. mult. Ulrich Sieber, and a department of criminology, headed 
by Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Hans-Jörg Albrecht. 
In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law,  
comparative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda 
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the 
terms “global society”, “information society”, and “new risk  
society”: Crime is becoming more global; in so doing, it makes 
increasing use of international data networks; through the  
employment of technology and organization, its consequences 
for society as a whole – even in seemingly isolated cases – can be 
significant.
Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the 
goals and methods of comparative law and legal harmonization, 
model criminal laws, European criminal law, international law, 
Internet and information law, money laundering, organized crime, 
terrorism, crime in post-conflict societies, as well as empirical 
studies of criminal procedure, alternative methods of crime  
prevention, reactions to dangerous offenders, and victimology.
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