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Young people are exposed to police attention to a higher extent than other age 
groups. Yet, surprisingly little is known on how the younger generation relates to, 
views and experiences the police, and the extent to which young people are being 
targeted by the police based on visible attributes.

The relationship of young people with the police is shaped by the context in which 
encounters take place and affected by historical developments and national policing 
strategies. At the same time, in today’s increasingly multi-ethnic cities, youth–
police relations face new challenges.

Drawing on an original dataset, the book provides novel evidence on how young 
people define and experience their relationship with the police in multi-ethnic 
German and French cities. Through systematic analyses of youth–police encounters 
and attitudes, it gives in-depth insights on police ethnic profiling practices targeting 
the younger generation and on key individual and contextual factors that jeopardize 
positive youth–police relations. 
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal 
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organization 
dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institute is 
composed of a Department of Criminal Law, currently led by 
Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Ulrich Sieber, and a Department of 
Criminology, currently headed by Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. 
Hans-Jörg Albrecht. 
In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law, 
comparative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda 
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the 
terms “global society”, “information society”, and “new risk 
society”. As crime becomes more global it makes increasing use 
of international data networks; through the employment of 
technology and organization, its consequences for society as a 
whole – even in seemingly isolated cases – can be significant.
Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the 
goals and methods of comparative legal research and legal 
harmonization, model criminal laws, European criminal law, 
international criminal law, Internet and information law, money 
laundering, organized crime, terrorism, crime in post-conflict 
societies, as well as empirical studies on criminal procedure, 
alternative methods of crime prevention, reactions to dangerous 
offenders, and victimology.
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