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New forms of criminal fraud are constantly emerging and their incidence is increasing.
This book provides in-depth analyses of whether, and how exactly, criminal law perceives
and adapts to these developments.

The main focus of the study are the relevant normative and criminological questions
regarding fraud, fraud in economic transactions, subsidy fraud, computer and electoral
fraud, and some other forms of fraudulent behaviour. From a comparative perspective,
it becomes apparent that a specific group of statutory offences is scattered throughout
the eriminal codes of Croatia, Germany, Austria and Switzerland and also the neigh-
bouring countries in the Balkan region, all of which fit the same pattern and reveal
the same core features of fraud. Criminal law addresses them in the same manner,
hence a “fraud-related criminal law” can be identified. This should be of help for
developing and applying adequate measures for effective detection and prosecution
of this type of offences.

Standardization of legal protection against fraud is reflected upon as an instrument
that represents the dynamics of the transition and integration of European countries
and the globalization of the economy, with their growing intensity of economic cross-
border transactions.
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The Max Planck Partner Group for Balkan Criminology (MPPG) is a
Zagreb-based research division jointly established by the Max Planck
Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in Freiburg
(MPI) and the University of Zagreb’s Faculty of Law. It is headed by
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anna-Maria Getos Kalac. The MPPG promotes,
conducts and facilitates scientific research in the field of criminology
and criminal justice and hosts the Balkan Criminology Network.
The MPPG’s research programme focuses on three main research
areas, specifically targeting criminal phenomena that are of parti-
cular relevance to the Balkan region, or that may threaten its
future security and stability: . Violence, Organized Crime and
[llegal Markets; II. Feelings and Perceptions of (In)Security and
Crime; I1I. International Sentencing.

The MPPG’s main goals are to foster criminological research on
Balkan-relevant topics including the dissemination of findings to the
broader scientific community, capacity building for young academics
from the region through training and PhD research, creation of a
sustainable network of criminological experts throughout the
Balkans, and positioning Balkan Criminology in the European
research area and beyond. The Balkan Criminology publication
series provides a forum for the presentation of the MPPG’s scientific
output; it also connects the research potential present in the Balkans
with the research agenda of the MPI, thereby ensuring cutting edge
criminological research of highest quality.
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