
The typical trial-oriented systems of criminal justice that are primarily based on 
the strict application of substantive criminal law have reached their functional 
and logistical limits in most parts of the modern legal world. As a result, new 
sanction models, less formal, administrative, and discretionary case disposals, 
plea bargaining arrangements, and other alternative procedural and transitional 
justice mechanisms have emerged at unprecedented levels in national and interna-
tional legal orders affiliated both with the civil law and the common law tradition. 
These normative constructs and practices aim at abbreviating, simplifying, or 
circumventing the conventional criminal investigation and prosecution. They 
seek to enhance the effectiveness of conflict resolution proceedings and to shift 
the focus of crime control from repression to prevention. 

The present volume explores these alternative, informal, preventive, and transitional 
types of criminal justice and the legitimacy of new sanction models in the global risk 
society from the perspective of national and international justice and by focusing 
on the special regimes of anti-terrorism measures and security law. The authors 
of the papers are experts and internationally acclaimed scholars in this field. 
Their research results were presented and discussed at an international conference 
held on 26–27 January 2018 at Middle Temple in London, UK, which was organized 
by the School of Law of the Queen Mary University of London, the Max Planck 
Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law (Freiburg), and the European 
& International Criminal Law Institute (Athens).
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal 
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organization 
dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institute is 
composed of a Department of Criminal Law, led by Prof. Dr. Dr. 
h.c. mult. Ulrich Sieber, and a Department of Criminology, headed 
by Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Hans-Jörg Albrecht. 
In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law, 
comparative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda 
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the 
terms “global society”, “information society”, and “new risk 
society”. As crime becomes more global it makes increasing use 
of international data networks; through the employment of 
technology and organization, its consequences for society as a 
whole – even in seemingly isolated cases – can be significant.
Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the 
goals and methods of comparative legal research and legal 
harmonization, model criminal laws, European criminal law, 
international criminal law, Internet and information law, money 
laundering, organized crime, terrorism, crime in post-conflict 
societies, as well as empirical studies on criminal procedure, 
alternative methods of crime prevention, reactions to dangerous 
offenders, and victimology.
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