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The extension of criminalisation to include the early preparatory stages of the
commission of criminal offences represents one of the most debatable issues in
modern criminal law. In response to some of the most complex forms of crime
usually committed by criminal collectives (such as terrorism, organised crime,
or economic crime), different legal systems have developed diverse legal
models to address the problem. All in all there are two main models. Countries
of the continental criminal law tradition usually rely on the “participation in a
criminal organisation/association” model, whereas countries of the common
law tradition utilise the ‘conspiracy’” model. These models, although having
similar functions (to criminalise the early preparatory stages of the commission
of criminal offences), are very different in their constitutive elements.

This book, for the very first time, explains the differences between the two
types of models and points out the process of transfer of their elements from
traditional models (Germany and England and Wales) to the international
models (UN and EU), and furthermore to transitional models (Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, and Serbia).

The author is of the opinion that the differences between the two types of
models are such that they cannot be seen as viable alternatives in criminal law,
as suggested by the international models. He therefore suggests that the fight
against criminal collectives requires cumulative criminalisation using both
models in order to be effective.
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institu-
te is composed of a department of criminal law, led by Prof. Dr.
Ulrich Sieber since 2003, and a department of criminology, hea-
ded by Prof. Dr. Hans-J6rg Albrecht since 1997.

In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law, com-
parative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the
terms “global society”, “information society”, and “new risk
society”: Crime is becoming more global; in so doing, it makes
increasing use of international data networks; through the
employment of technology and organization, its consequences
for society as a whole — even in seemingly isolated cases — can be
significant.

Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the
goals and methods of comparative law and legal harmonization,
model criminal laws, European criminal law, international law,
Internet and information law, money laundering, organized
crime, terrorism, crime in post-conflict societies, as well as empi-
rical studies of criminal procedure, alternative methods of crime

prevention, reactions to dangerous offenders, and victimology.




