A

Min Kyung Han was born in 1981 in Seoul,
South Korea. She studied law at the Korean
National Police University, Sociology at Seoul
National University, and did her doctorate at the
Department of Criminology of the Max Planck
Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law in Freiburg i. Br., Germany. Prior to her
postgraduate studies in criminology, she worked
as a police lieutenant at the Korean National
Police Agency. In summer 2015, she obtained
her doctoral degree from the University of Frei-
burg. Since spring 2016, she is a research fellow
at the Korean Institute of Criminology.

13738_MPI_K_174_Min_Kyung_Han_UG.indd 1

Max-Planck-Institut
fiir auslandisches und
internationales Strafrecht

After the “Act on the Electronic Monitoring of Specific Sex Offenders” entered
into force in September 2008, the Korean Ministry of Justice began in earnest to
implement electronic monitoring as a tool for the enhanced supervision of sex
offenders on probation. The Korean electronic monitoring scheme does not aim
to reduce costs of incarceration or relieve prison overcrowding but rather seeks to
reduce recidivism, promote rehabilitation, and protect the public. Tied to political
interests, the use of electronic monitoring has rapidly grown over a short period
of time and has become the most prominent program for sex offenders in Korea.

Due to its unusual development process and unique characteristics, Korean
electronic monitoring practice constitutes a new phase in the development of
electronic monitoring.

This study seeks to quantitatively evaluate the effectiveness of electronic monitoring
on recidivism among Korean sex offenders. The findings provide a critical evaluation
of the “belief” in the effectiveness of electronic monitoring as a means to reduce
recidivism (which is often used to justify its application) and, overall, refute the
conclusion of some previous electronic monitoring studies that postulated a fixed
effect of electronic monitoring, in which electronic monitoring was described as
a “treatment” that may have a deterrent effect across all types of offenders and
crimes.
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The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law in Freiburg is part of the Max Planck Society, an organization
dedicated to the advancement of basic research. The Institute is
composed of a Department of Criminal Law, led by Prof. Dr. Dr.
h.c. mult. Ulrich Sieber. and a Department of Criminology, headed
by Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Hans-J6rg Albrecht.

In addition to the study of basic questions of criminal law,
comparative law, and criminology, the Institute’s research agenda
focuses primarily on three central challenges epitomized by the
terms “global society”, “information society”. and “new risk
society”. As crime becomes more global, it makes increasing use
of international data networks; through the employment of
technology and organization, its consequences for society as a
whole — even in seemingly isolated cases — can be significant.
Thus, the Institute’s current research program encompasses the
goals and methods of comparative legal research and legal
harmonization, model criminal laws, European criminal law,
international criminal law, Internet and information law, money
laundering, organized crime, terrorism, crime in post-conflict
societies, as well as empirical studies on criminal procedure,
alternative methods of crime prevention, reactions to dangerous

offenders, and victimology.
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